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Doctoral course: Classics in Accounting, 3 credit points 
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Education Cycle: Third cycle, doctoral program course 
Doctoral programme subject: Business Administration 

 

Purpose: 

The goal of the course is to familiarize PhD students with different texts that greatly influenced the 
development of the accounting literature, within financial accounting, management accounting, as well as 
auditing. 

Intended learning outcomes: 

On completion of the course, the students will be able to:  

Knowledge and understanding 
1. outline the theoretical foundations of classic accounting research 
2. account for central theoretical streams and their influence and relevance to postgraduate studies 

Skills and abilities 
3. discuss how the theoretical foundations of accounting research have been developed during the 

past decades 
4. apply research-based literature to describe and analyze particular aspects of accounting research 

related to own postgraduate studies project 

Judgment and approach 
5. reflect on to the role of theory in accounting research 
6. propose how classics in accounting could inform one’s own postgraduate studies project 

Content:  

The course covers accounting literature from several sub-fields in accounting, ranging from management 
accounting and control to financial accounting and auditing. Accounting Classics offers insights into 
accounting literature and introduces both classic work as well as their relevance in contemporary 
accounting research.    

Type of Instruction/Teaching format:  

The course includes lectures and interactive seminars where classic work in accounting is being discussed. 

Participants are expected to read a selection of the course literature covering all three subfields of the 
course (management accounting, auditing and financial accounting) which is chosen together with the 
examiner, and participant papers related to seminars.  



 

 

Prerequisites:  

Admitted to a doctoral programme in business administration or a related subject of a recognized business 
school or university.    

Examination and grades:  

Examination is recurrent through active participation during all seminars and through the fulfillment of 
individual assignments. Active participation in the form of presentations and discussions at course 
meetings and a passing grade in the individual course papers.  

The grades are ‘pass’ or ‘fail’ 

The course will be examined in the following way: 

• Written assignment fulfill ILOs: 1,2,3,4,5,6 

• Oral presentations fulfills ILOs: 1,3,5 

• Active participation in discussions fulfill ILOs: 1,2,3,4,5,6 

Course evaluation: 

A course evaluation will be conducted at the end of the course. 

Additional information 

The course language is English. 

Literature: 

See separate literature list. 
  



 

 

COURSE PRACTICALITIES 

Teaching format 

The course will run as a hybrid i.e. JIBS Campus/Online 

 

Schedule 

Lecture 1:  Financial Accounting - 8th of February 10-12 

Seminar 1: Financial Accounting - 11th of February 13 – 16 

Lecture 2:  Management accounting - 22nd of February 10-12 

Seminar 2:  Management accounting - 25th of February 13-16 

Lecture 3: Auditing - 8th of March 10 -12 

Seminar 3: Auditing 11th of March 13-16 

Final paper submission - TBA 

 

Course team 

Timur Uman – Course responsible/Examiner, Senior Associate Professor in Accounting and 
Management Control at Jönköping International Business School 

Pernilla Broberg – Associate Professor in Auditing and Accounting at Linköping University 

Emilia Florin-Samuelsson – Assistant Professor in Management Accounting at Jönköping International 
Business School 

Andreas Jansson – Associate Professor in Accounting and Corporate Governance at Jönköping 
International Business School  
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Society. Accounting, Organizations and Society 5: 5-27 
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